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About the Handbook
This handbook is a resource designed to present the application procedures for 
key government schemes related to micro cold storage solutions in a simplified and 
user-friendly manner. It compiles Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs), eligibility 
criteria, required documentation, and step-by-step processes as outlined by various 
government departments. By bringing all relevant information together in one 
place — including schemes like NABARD, NCDC, AIF, PMFME, and others — the 
handbook helps users navigate the existing processes more easily, from planning to 
implementation.

Objectives
	f To demystify government support schemes for micro cold storage 

infrastructure.
	f To provide clear, scheme-wise SOPs and application steps in one place.
	f To support applicants in preparing accurate documents and navigating 

approval processes with confidence.
	f To reduce delays and increase uptake of available subsidies, loans, and 

grants for cold storage units.
	f To promote the use of decentralized cold storage solutions for reducing post-

harvest losses and enhancing farmer incomes.  

Target Users
This handbook is meant for:

	f FPOs - To understand scheme eligibility, required documents, and navigate 
the application process with ease.

	f Self-Help Groups (SHGs) and Cooperatives - To explore subsidy support 
and set up shared micro cold storage infrastructure for community benefit.

	f Resource Institutions (RIs) – To assist FPOs and rural actors in identifying 
suitable schemes, preparing proposals, and handholding beneficiaries 
through the application journey.

	f Rural Entrepreneurs and Start-ups - To identify relevant government 
schemes and structure viable cold storage business models.   

	f Bankers and Policy Implementers - To refer to simplified scheme procedures 
for accurate evaluation and guidance of proposals.

	f NGOs, Consultants, and Professionals - To support training, awareness, and 
facilitation efforts by using this handbook as a field-ready reference tool.



1.	 Introduction	 1

2.	 Beneficiary Identification Framework	 5
2.1 	 Beneficiary Identification	 5

2.2 	 Beneficiary Selection	 6

2.3 	 Financial Segmentation	 6

2.4 	 Department and Financial Institution Mapping	 6

3.	 Scheme-Wise SOP	 9
3.1 	 Agriculture Infrastructure Fund (AIF)	 9

3.2 	 PM Formalization of Micro food Processing Enterprises (PMFME)	 14

3.3. 	Mission for Integrated Development of Horticulture (MIDH)	 20

3.4 	 Agricultural Marketing Infrastructure (AMI)	 25

3.5 	 National Cooperative Development Corporation (NCDC)	 29

3.6 	 Long Term Rural Credit Fund (LTRCF)	 31

3.7 	 Uttar Pradesh Food Processing Industry Policy, 2023 	 33

4.	 Conclusion	 37
Do's and Don'ts	 38

	 Annexures	 41
Annexure - A	 41

Annexure - B	 55

Annexure - C	 57

Annexure - D	 58

Annexure - E	 59

Annexure - F	 60

Annexure - G	 61

Annexure - H	 62

Contents



Figure 1: Beneficiary Identification and Selection Framework	 5

Figure 2: AIF: Online application process	 10

Figure 3: Process Flow of AIF Applications	 12

Figure 4: AIF Journey Map – From Application to Approval	 14

Figure 5: PMFME Scheme	 16

Figure 6: Individual Application Approval Flow Chart	 18

Figure 7: Common Infrastructure Application Approval Flow Chart	 19

Figure 8: Documents required	 22

Figure 9: Subsidy Process of MIDH for Maharashtra	 23

Figure 10: Time taken at each stage	 24

Figure 11: AMI: Process Flow	 27

Figure 12: Documents required for NCDC	 27

Figure 13: Processing via NCDC (For Cooperatives)	 28

Figure 14: NCDC Process	 30

Figure 15: Step-by-Step Application Process	 35

Table 1: Schemes for Micro cold rooms	 2

Table 2: Financial segmentation	 6

Table 3: AIF cost norms	 12

Table 4: Key features of LTRCF	 32

Table 5: Districts covered under LTRCF	 33

List of Figures

List of Tables



viii



1

India is the world’s second-largest producer of fruits and vegetables. According to the 
Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare (Final Estimates, 2023–24), the country’s 
horticulture production has reached a record 354.7 million tonnes, including 113 million 
tonnes of fruits and 207.2 million tonnes of vegetables. Yet, despite this massive 
production, India continues to grapple with high post-harvest losses, estimated 
between 6.02% to 15.05% for fruits and 4.87% to 11.61% for vegetables. These 
losses directly impact farmer incomes, strain food supply chains, and contribute to 
avoidable environmental stress, particularly due to the lack of adequate cold storage 
and farm-level infrastructure.

To tackle these issues, the Government of India has made substantial financial 
allocations in 2024–25. An amount of ₹1,22,528.77 crore has been earmarked under 
various schemes and programmes by the Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare 
(MoAFW) for the overall welfare of farmers. Simultaneously, the Ministry of Food 
Processing Industries (MoFPI) has received a budget of ₹3,290 crore to support 
infrastructure creation, value addition, and market linkages in the food processing 
sector. Flagship schemes such as the Agriculture Infrastructure Fund (AIF), Mission 
for Integrated Development of Horticulture (MIDH), PM Formalisation of Micro Food 
Processing Enterprises (PMFME), and initiatives led by the National Cooperative 
Development Corporation (NCDC) and NABARD are designed to improve access 
to post-harvest infrastructure. However, despite the availability of funding, many 
eligible stakeholders — particularly small and marginal farmers, Farmer Producer 
Organisations (FPOs), Self-Help Groups (SHGs), and rural entrepreneurs — often lack 
the know-how to navigate these schemes due to fragmented information, unfamiliarity 
with procedural requirements, and limited handholding support.

This handbook has been designed to tackle these challenges head-on. It provides 
a clear and structured overview of the operational processes defined under each 
scheme and presents them in an easy-to-understand format. It also introduces a 
practical beneficiary identification framework that helps RIs and FPOs map profiles, 
objectives, and readiness levels against the eligibility criteria of different schemes, 
enabling a more targeted and efficient approach to scheme selection. Whether a 
farmer seeking to reduce post-harvest losses, an FPO investing in solar-powered 
storage, or a local official facilitating infrastructure deployment, this booklet serves as 
a go-to reference for navigating cold chain schemes effectively. By simplifying access 
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to government support, this guide aims to promote the adoption of climate-smart, energy-efficient cold 
chain infrastructure, thereby reducing wastage, enhancing incomes, and strengthening India’s agri-value 
chain resilience. 

Table 1: Schemes for Micro cold rooms

Scheme Implemented By Primary Beneficiaries Support Type

Agriculture Infrastructure Fund MoAFW Individual farmers, FPOs, SHGs, 
Cooperatives, Agri-entrepreneurs

Interest subvention + 
Credit Guarantee

Mission for Integrated 
Development of Horticulture

MoAFW (NHM/
NHM-State 
Missions)

Farmers, FPOs, SHGs, State 
Govts, Cooperatives

Back-ended capital subsidy

National Cooperative 
Development Corporation 
Schemes

MoC Cooperatives and FPCs Term loans + subsidy (via 
state/federal linkage)

PM Formalisation of Micro 
Food Processing Enterprises

MoFPI Individual micro-entrepreneurs, 
SHGs, FPOs, Cooperatives

35% capital subsidy

Agricultural Marketing 
Infrastructure

MoAFW / States State agencies, Cooperatives, 
Private players

Back-ended Capital 
subsidy

Long Term Rural Credit Fund NABARD Individual entrepreneurs, 
agribusiness firms, women's 
SHGs, FPOs, cooperatives, 
agri-startups, micro and 
small enterprises, and private 
companies

Concessional refinance to 
banks for long-term loans

Uttar Pradesh Food 
Processing Industry Policy, 
2023

State 
Government (UP)

MSMEs, Startups, FPOs, SHGs, 
Pvt. Players

35% - 50% Capital subsidy

To ensure that the benefits of these government schemes reach the right stakeholders, it is essential to 
have a structured and transparent process for identifying and onboarding eligible beneficiaries. Given 
the diversity of farmer groups, cooperatives, and agri-entrepreneurs across India, a clear framework 
is necessary to streamline access, improve scheme implementation, and minimize delays in project 
execution. The following Beneficiary Identification and Selection Framework provides a simple, step-by-
step approach to determine eligibility and connect the right applicant with the right scheme support. 
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To facilitate beneficiaries’ access to government schemes and financial institutions, 
a structured identification and selection process is essential. This framework outlines 
the necessary data points, classification criteria, and institutional mapping required for 
effective onboarding of beneficiaries for cold chain and micro cold storage solutions.

Legal  
Status
Legally 

registered 
entity

Membership 
Base 

Active and 
engaged 
members

Collateral 
Security
Ability to 
provide 

collateral

Financial 
Viability

Positive Net 
worth and 

profitability

Statutory 
Compliance

Meets all 
regulatory 
obligations

Figure 1: Beneficiary Identification and Selection Framework

2.1 Beneficiary Identification
The following information will be collected to assess eligibility and financial viability:

	f Geography – To determine the ODOP (One District One Product) 
preference.

	f Certificate of Incorporation (mandatory) – To verify the legal status of the 
beneficiary.

	f PAN (Mandatory) – To assess the existing loan structure.
	f GST Certificate (Optional) – For businesses registered under GST.
	f Audited Balance Sheets (Last Three Years) (Mandatory) – To evaluate 

financial performance and profitability.
	f Land Ownership Details (Mandatory) – To confirm land ownership status 

and ensure it is not under dispute.
	f FSSAI License (Optional) – For beneficiaries involved in food processing. 

Beneficiary 
Identification 
Framework

02
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Post beneficiary identification a detailed report of selected beneficiary would be developed on the basis 
of priority. 

2.2 Beneficiary Selection
Beneficiaries will be categorized based on their incorporation status:

	f Cooperative
	f Farmer Producer Company (FPC)
	f Society
	f Individual

•	 Proprietor
•	 Partnership

2.3 Financial Segmentation
Based on financial performance and operational history, beneficiaries will be further classified:

Table 2: Financial segmentation

Category ≥ 3 Years in Operation < 3 Years in Operation

Positive Revenue Eligible for assessment under relevant 
government schemes and financial institutions.

Eligible for support but with additional 
financial due diligence.

Negative Revenue Requires further evaluation for viability and 
potential restructuring support.

High-risk category; additional scrutiny 
and support mechanisms needed.

2.4 Department and Financial Institution Mapping
Based on incorporation status and financial health, beneficiaries will be mapped to relevant departments 
and financial institutions (for eg.):

Government Departments
	f Cooperatives – Department of Cooperation
	f FPOs & Agribusiness – Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare (MoAFW), Ministry of Food 

Processing Industries (MoFPI), etc

Financial Institutions

	f For Established Beneficiaries (≥ 3 years, positive revenue): Banks, Cooperative Banks
	f For Early-stage Beneficiaries (< 3 years or negative revenue): NBFCs, Specialized funding 

schemes, and support from relevant organizations (Government and Non-government).

This structured approach will enhance efficiency, ensuring a streamlined process for beneficiary selection 
while optimizing resource allocation and expediting execution.

Post this structured analysis, detailed SOPs are created on the basis of various government schemes.

This section outlines the key steps and processes for availing benefits under each scheme relevant to 
cold chain and micro cold storage infrastructure. These SOPs are designed to serve as a quick reference 
guide for FPOs, cooperatives, SHGs, and individual entrepreneurs.
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3.1 Agriculture Infrastructure Fund (AIF)
As a GOI-promoted scheme, INR 1 lakh crore Agri Infrastructure Fund was created 
in 2020 to provide financing for Agriculture Infrastructure Projects at farm-gate and 
aggregation points, with a key focus on affordable and financially viable Post Harvest 
Management infrastructure, including cold chain infrastructure. AIF aims to catalyze 
medium- and long-term debt financing for investments in viable projects for post-
harvest management Infrastructure and community farming assets. The scheme is 
planned till 2032-33, with loan disbursement to be completed by 2025-26. 

Eligible Beneficiaries:

	f Farmers, FPOs, Primary Agri cooperative societies (PACS), Marketing 
Cooperative Societies, SHGs, Joint Liability Groups (JLG), Multipurpose 
Cooperative Societies, Agri-entrepreneurs, Start-ups, and Central/State 
agency or Local Body sponsored Public-Private Partnership Projects are the 
beneficiaries eligible for financing under this scheme. 

To avail benefits under the AIF Scheme, applicants must meet the following 
eligibility criteria:

1. Financial Eligibility

	f If the applicant has any existing loan, it should not be overdue at the time of 
applying for AIF assistance.

	f A minimum CIBIL score of 700 (depending on the bank it will vary) is 
required. In cases where the applicant has no prior credit history, a score of 
-1 (indicating no credit history) will be accepted.

2. Due Diligence by Banks

	f The lending bank will conduct a thorough background verification of the 
applicant before approving the loan.

	f The applicant’s landholding details (if applicable) will be assessed to ensure 
project feasibility.

	f The applicant must demonstrate adequate knowledge and capability to 
successfully implement and manage the proposed project.

Scheme-Wise SOP03
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3.	 Financial Contribution Requirement: The identified beneficiary must demonstrate financial capabil-
ity by contributing at least 10% of the total project cost as a self-financed component. 

3.1.1 Process to apply

	f Applicant needs to visit the website agriinfra.doc.gov.in.
	f Register under the beneficiary registration. After the registration, the applicant will receive a 

beneficiary ID on the registered number.
	f Then, the applicant has to log in with the received beneficiary ID to reach the dashboard of the 

application  
	f Applicant needs to fill out the template DPR and provide the documents according to the 

checklist to the bank.
	f Applicant needs to fill in the project details in the online application and submit it.
	f Post submission of application, it will be reviewed by the MoAF&W 
	f After approval, the application is transferred to the selected bank for credit appraisal
	f The bank reviews the project for viability and accordingly sanctions the project
	f Throughout all stages, status updates will be communicated via text messages to the 

applicant’s registered mobile number.

AIF team verifies 
the application 
and transfers 

to bank branch 
for appraisal

Applicant 
registers on the 

online portal, 
fills application, 

and submits DPR

Bank regularly 
checks AIF portal/ 
coordinate with 
nodal officer to 

access submitted 
applications

Max 60 days

Application verified 
by bank registered 

on CGTMSE 
& sanctioned; 

disbursements as 
per schedule

Bank submits 
claim to MoA 
on a quarterly 

basis for interest 
subvention & credit 

guarantee fee

GOI transfers 
interest 

subvention& 
credit guarantee 

fee to banks

Figure 2: AIF: Online application process

Step 1: Beneficiary Registration
1.	 The applicant (Farmer/FPO/FPC) must fill in the required details in the beneficiary registration form, 

including:

	f Beneficiary Type
	f Name
	f Mobile Number
	f Category
	f Gender
	f Aadhar Number
	f Email
	f Address
	f City/Village
	f Pincode
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	f State
	f District

2.	 After completing the registration, the applicant must submit the form.

3.	 Upon successful submission, the applicant will receive a Beneficiary Registration Number/ID on their 
registered mobile number and email.

Step 2: Download and Fill the DPR
1.	 Before logging in, the beneficiary must download the Detailed Project Report (DPR) template from 

the official website.

2.	 The beneficiary must fill in the DPR with all necessary details.

Step 3: Beneficiary Login
1.	 Using the Beneficiary Registration Number/ID, the applicant must log in to the AIF portal.

2.	 Upon login, the Dashboard will open.

3.	 From the dashboard, select the Loan Application section.

Step 4: Loan Application Process
1.	 Click on Apply for Loan to start the application.

2.	 Fill in the Project Details, including:

	f Project Type
	f Project Description
	f Project Name
	f Project Cost
	f Estimated Annual Revenue
	f Land Status
	f Upload the filled DPR (Ensure the DPR has all the required annexures).

3.	 Enter the Project Location Details:

	f Address
	f State
	f District
	f Village
	f Pincode

4.	 Enter the Loan Details:

	f Lending Institution Name
	f Branch State
	f Branch District
	f Loan Amount
	f Beneficiary Contribution (Minimum 10% of the Loan Amount)
	f Loan Term (Duration)

5.	 After verifying all details, submit the application.



Micro Cold Storage Schemes – A User-Friendly SOP Guide

12

Table 3: AIF cost norms

Name of the components Norms

Interest Subvention Cost All loans under AIF are provided interest subvention of 3% per annum up to a limit of 
INR 2 crore for a maximum period of 7 years. The budgetary support associated with 
interest subvention is provided to participating lenders for the loans provided under 
AIF, lowering the net borrowing cost for borrowers.

Credit Guarantee Cost Credit guarantee coverage, with fees paid for by the government, is available for 
eligible borrowers under the Credit Guarantee Fund Trust for Micro and Small 
Enterprises (CGTMSE) scheme for a loan up to INR 2 crore (limit revised recently to 
INR 5 crore). Credit guarantee coverage is applied to loans provided by participating 
lenders, lowering the risks for lenders, increasing the risk-adjusted credit availability 
for lending, and lowering borrowing costs for borrowers.

If a single eligible entity establishes projects in multiple locations, all such projects will qualify for loans up 
to ₹2 crore under the scheme. However, for private sector entities such as farmers, agri-entrepreneurs, 
or start-ups, there is a cap of 25 projects per entity. 

Once cold rooms have been deployed, the beneficiary is no longer eligible to apply for an AIF loan.

PACS Non–PACS entities 
Farmers, Agripreneur, 

Private players, 
FPOs, SHGs, State 

agencies, APMC, etc

PMU

StCBs

DCCB

C-PMU

StCB

NABARD

DCCB

Registration & Submission of 
loan applications on the portal

Registration & Submission of 
loan applications on the portal

Sanction & Disbursement

Verifications

Verifications

Verifications Verifications

Sanction

Disbursement

Figure 3: Process Flow of AIF Applications
Note: DCCB - District Co-operative Central Bank (DCCB), StCB - State Cooperative Banks

Once the application reaches the PMU, it can be approved within a week, depending on the completeness 
of the submitted documents.

3.1.2 Checklist of documents
1.	 Bank’s loan application form / Customer Request Letter for AIF Loan, duly filled and signed

2.	 Passport-size photographs of the promoter/partners/director

3.	 Identity proof – Voter ID card/PAN card/Aadhaar card/Driving license

4.	 Address Proof:
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	f Residence: Voter ID card/Passport/Aadhaar card/Driving license/Electricity Bill/Latest 
Property Tax Bill

	f Business Office/Registered Office: Electricity Bill/Latest Property Tax Receipt/Certificate of 
Incorporation in case of Companies/Certificate of Registration in case of partnership Firms

5.	 Proof of Registration:

	f In case of the Company: Articles of Association
	f In case of Partnership: Certificate of Registration of Firm with the Registrar of Firms
	f In case of MSMEs: Certificate of Registration with District Industries Centre (DIC)/Udyog 

Aadhar Copy

6.	 Income Tax Return for the last three years, if available.

7.	 Audited Balance Sheet of the last 3 Years, if available.

8.	 GST Certificate, if applicable.

9.	 Land ownership records – title deed/lease deed. If applicable, then Permission to mortgage the 
Immovable Property from the Lessor in case the Property is Leasehold (for primary security)

10.	ROC (Registrar of Companies) Search Report of the Company

11.	KYC documents of the promoter/firm/company

12.	Copy of Bank Statement for the last one year (If available)

13.	Repayment track record of existing loans (Loan Statement)

14.	Net Worth Statements of the promoter

15.	Detailed Project Report

16.	As applicable - Local authority permissions, Layout plans/estimates, Building sanction

For Individual Farmers:

	f Applicants must submit a valid Aadhaar card as proof of identity.

For FPO / FPC:

	f The application must include the registration number of the FPO/FPC.
	f Additionally, a document listing the Board of Directors (BOD) of the FPO/FPC must be provided.

If an incorrect document is submitted, the applicant (farmer/FPO/FPC) will receive a notification directly 
on their registered contact number informing them of the discrepancy. 
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Benefits
Get 3% interest 

subvention 
and guarantee 

up to ₹5 Cr

Login
Use your  

Beneficiary ID to  
login to the  
dashboard

Loan
Bank reviews  
and approves  

your loan

Apply
Submit DPR, 

project details 
and loan info

DPR
Download & 
fill DPR with 

project info and  
documents

Review
Govt checks 
and forwards  

to bank

Register
Sign up with 

Aadhaar & mobile 
at agriinfra.
dac.gov.in

Figure 4: AIF Journey Map – From Application to Approval

DPR Template:
https://agriinfra.dac.gov.in/Documents/Circular/B85D81772DD34C9FB5FD90DEBA022854.pdf 

Registration Process Video: 
https://agriinfra.dac.gov.in/Content/video/Agri_pro_Hindi_6.mp4 

3.2 �PM Formalization of Micro food Processing 
Enterprises (PMFME)

PMFME Scheme was launched as part of Aatmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan, as a centrally sponsored scheme, 
to provide financial, technical, and business support for the upgradation of existing micro food processing 
enterprises. The scheme provides credit-linked grants to 35% of the project cost for developing common 
infrastructure, including cold storage. Based on consultations with beneficiaries and technology providers, 
if an FPO, FPC, or farmer utilizes a cold room for activities such as ripening or dehydration, the cold room 
can be considered under the PMFME scheme. 

3.2.1 Eligibility Criteria
To avail the benefits under the PMFME (Pradhan Mantri Formalisation of Micro Food Processing 
Enterprises) Scheme, beneficiaries must adhere to the following key requirements after their identification:

1.	 Registration and Legal Status: The applicant must qualify as a Micro Industry, which includes 
proprietorships, partnerships, or FPOs. The legal status and category of the enterprise should be 
clearly established to ensure compliance with the scheme’s eligibility criteria.

2.	 Geographical Consideration & ODOP Preference: Special preference is accorded to enterprises 
engaged in the production of items listed under the One District One Product (ODOP) initiative. 
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Therefore, while formulating the Detailed Project Report (DPR), it is advisable to align the business 
proposal with ODOP-designated products to enhance the likelihood of approval and support from the 
relevant government departments.

3.	 Workforce Limitations for Micro Enterprises: For entities classified as Micro Enterprises, the total 
number of employees should not exceed 10. 

4.	 Financial Contribution Requirement: The identified beneficiary must demonstrate financial 
capability by contributing at least 10% of the total project cost as a self-financed component. 

5.	 Support to Individual Micro Enterprises

	f Age Criteria: The individual applicant must be above 18 years of age.
	f Educational Qualification: There is no minimum educational qualification required to apply under 

the scheme.
	f Loan Eligibility: An individual or enterprise is eligible for a bank loan under the PMFME 

Scheme even if the applicant has previously availed loans under other subsidy-linked 
Government schemes.

6.	 Support for Group Category for Setting Up of Common Infrastructure

	f Eligible Project Cost: The total eligible project cost must not exceed ₹10 crore.
	f Turnover & Experience: There is no pre-condition related to minimum turnover or prior 

experience of the applicant organization.
	f DPR Assistance: A financial assistance of ₹50,000 per case will be provided to the applicant 

organization for the preparation of a Detailed Project Report (DPR). This assistance is released 
after the loan is sanctioned by the bank.

	f DPR Preparation: It is not mandatory to engage a District Resource Person (DRP) for DPR 
preparation under this component. The applicant organization may choose to engage any 
professional or agency with experience in DPR preparation.

3.2.2 Required Documents
To ensure that the identified beneficiary meets the prescribed eligibility criteria, the following documents 
must be collected and verified before onboarding:

1. Legal Registration & Compliance Documents

	f Certificate of Incorporation – To establish the legal identity and registration details of the entity.
	f Permanent Account Number (PAN) Card – To confirm tax compliance and financial legitimacy.
	f Memorandum of Association (MoA) & Articles of Association (AoA) – To assess the 

organization’s objectives, governance structure, and operational framework.
	f Goods and Services Tax (GST) Registration Certificate (if applicable) – To verify compliance 

with taxation laws and business legitimacy.

2. Ownership & Governance Records 

	f List of Shareholders/Members (as per the Registrar of Companies - RoC) – To validate the 
ownership structure and active membership base.
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	f Partnership Deed (for Partnership Firms) – To verify the terms of business operations and 
ownership distribution.

3. Financial Statements & Proof of Financial Viability

	f Audited Financial Statements for the Last Three Years – Including balance sheets, profit and 
loss statements, and cash flow statements, to evaluate financial health and sustainability.

	f Income Tax Returns (ITR) for the Last Three Years – To assess financial credibility and tax 
compliance.

	f Bank Statements for the Last 12 Months – To validate cash flow, liquidity, and operational 
transactions.

4. Operational & Business-related Documents

	f Udyam	 Registration (for MSMEs) – To confirm classification under the Micro, Small & Medium 
Enterprises (MSME) category.

	f FSSAI License (for Food Processing Units) – To ensure compliance with food safety 
regulations.

5. Employee & Workforce Details

	f Employee List with EPF/ESI Details (if applicable) – To verify workforce strength and labor law 
compliance, or

	f Self-Declaration on Employee Count – To confirm adherence to the maximum employee limit 
(less than 10 for Micro Enterprises).

PMFME

35% Subsidy on the eligible project 
cost with a maximum ceiling of Rs.10  

lakh per unit

No requirement of prior turnover or 
experience

35% Subsidy on the eligible project 
cost with a maximum ceiling of Rs.10  

lakh per unit

Eligible for loan even if availed under 
other govt. subsidy schemes

No minimum education required

Support to Individual/ 
Group Category

Support to Common 
Infrastructure Category

Figure 5: PMFME Scheme

Once the beneficiary has been onboarded, below is the process for applying under the PMFME Scheme;
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3.2.3 Approval process for Individual application
Application approval process for an individual unit (Individual Entrepreneurs/ Proprietorship Firms/ 
Partnership Firms/ FPOs/ NGOs/ Cooperatives/ SHGs/ Pvt. Ltd. Companies).

	f Applicant to register in the PMFME MIS on their own or facilitate registration through District 
Resource Persons (DRP) positioned at the district level.

	f After registration, DRP will provide hand-holding support for applying.
	f For individual application, information is to be filled up in the application form with the below-

mentioned details:

•	 Applicant Details with basic information of address and other details
•	 Existing Enterprise (if it is an existing enterprise)- historical financial details of the last two 

financial years are to be provided.
•	 Proposed Business Details- Produce, processing details, etc.
•	 Financial Details- Preliminary and preoperative cost, sales details, raw material details, 

wages, working capital estimates, etc. 
•	 Lending Bank- selection of lending bank
•	 Upload Documents
•	 Declaration and Submission

	f While applying the individual unit, the following components should be ensured-

•	 Details Project Report with positive profit -
•	 Details of ownership/leasehold rights of land/plot on which the unit operationalization is to be 

initiated (Lease /rent agreement should be for more than the loan repayment period)
•	 Quotations of plant and machinery, construction estimates (If the loan is also sought for 

construction)

	f After successfully applying, it is forwarded to the DRP portal for the first level of scrutiny, and if 
approved by DRP, it is forwarded to the DNO/DLC portal for approval.

	f After the 2nd level of scrutiny, DLC approves the application and forwards it to the lending bank 
for loan sanction.

	f Rejection of the application at any level application is reverted to the User/Applicant login with 
remarks. The applicant may reapply after rectification.

	f Any correction or requirement during scrutiny, the applicant may produce relevant documents or 
corrections in the application with the handhold support of DRP.

	f After loan sanction and disbursal, an automatic claim for subsidy or grant would be raised. 
MoFPI and State/U.T. would release their share of the grant via the Nodal bank in the transient 
account of the lending bank.

	f The banker needs to place this amount in the mirror account of the beneficiary, and the banker 
would not charge any interest on the loan amount, equivalent to a subsidy.
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Process time in the case of an Individual application 

	f The District Nodal Officers (DNOs) are authorized to evaluate and directly endorse the 
applications to the respective lending bank branches. These recommendations should then be 
presented to the DLC for informational purposes.

	f The DRPs are required to review and endorse applications within a 2-week timeframe, 
forwarding them to the DNO. Subsequently, the DNO should review and recommend the 
applications on their portal to the Lending Bank branches within one week.

	f If, for any reason, the DRP and DNO are unable to review and recommend applications within 
the specified 2-week and 1-week periods, respectively, the applications will automatically 
progress to the next level.

Applicant 
Registration

Application 
Submission

District Resource  
Person

District 
Nodal Officer

Applicant can file 
application again

Application 
is Rejected

Not 
Recommended

Recommend

Amendment/Withdrawn

Deficient application after rectification 
moves to DRP

Recommend
Not Recommended

Amendment
Withdrawn

Rejected

Lending 
Bank

Sanction and 
Disbursement

MoFPI/SNA 
for subsidy 

released through 
Nodal Bank

Figure 6: Individual Application Approval Flow Chart

3.2.4 Approval process for setting up common infrastructure
Application approval process for Common Infrastructure FPOs/FPCs/ Cooperatives/SHGs and their 
federation/ Govt. Agencies). 

	f Applicant to register in the PMFME MIS on their own or facilitate registration through District 
Resource Persons (DRP)

	f After registration, DRP would provide handholding support for the filing of the application.
	f A basic application form is to be filled out, and a Detailed Project Report is to be uploaded into 

the system. The DPR has to be prepared separately and uploaded.
	f After successfully applying, it is forwarded to the DRP portal for the first level of scrutiny, and if 

approved by DRP, it is forwarded to the SNA (State Nodal Agency) portal for approval.
	f After the 2nd level of scrutiny, SNA approves the application and forwards it to the lending bank 

for loan sanction.
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	f Rejection of the application at any level application is reverted to the User/Applicant login with 
remarks. The applicant may reapply after rectification.

	f Any correction or requirement during scrutiny, the applicant may produce relevant documents or 
corrections in the application with the handhold support of DRP.

Process time in the case of a Group application 

	f The SNA is responsible for evaluating the application (either independently or through the 
DNO) and making recommendations to lending banks/MoFPI within 21 days from the date of 
receiving the application. If the SNA is unable to provide a recommendation within the stipulated 
21-day period, the application will proceed automatically to the next level. 

Recommend
Not Recommended

Amendment
Withdrawn

Applicant 
Registration

Application 
Submission

District 
Nodal Officer

State 
Nodal Agency

Applicant can file 
application again

Application 
is Rejected

Not 
Recommended

Recommend

Amendment/Withdrawn

Deficient application after rectification 
moves to SNA

Rejected

Lending 
Bank

Sanction and 
Disbursement

MoFPI/SNA 
for subsidy 

released through 
Nodal Bank

Figure 7: Common Infrastructure Application Approval Flow Chart

3.2.5 Subsidy disbursement procedure

	f Branch enters loan details in the portal and uploads a signed Sanction Intimation.
	f Beneficiary deposits contribution; bank releases first installment/full loan.
	f Bank claims a subsidy based on the first/total disbursement.
	f Branch updates portal with loan disbursement details.
	f Branch enters credit-linked subsidy account details in the portal.
	f Govt. grants are transferred to the Nodal Bank (Union Bank of India) and then to the lending 

bank within two days.
	f The branch acknowledges subsidy receipt and updates the Subsidy Reserve Fund account 

and portal.
	f Branch updates the disbursement schedule until the total loan disbursement
	f After three years, if the account is standard, the grant is adjusted in the beneficiary’s 

loan account.
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	f No interest on the loan portion equal to the grant amount from the date of receipt
	f If the account turns NPA, the grant amount is adjusted towards repayment.
	f Details of subsidy adjustment, NPA status, etc., updated in the portal.

Upon successful application submission for the common infrastructure, the application undergoes initial 
scrutiny on the DRP portal. If approved by the DRP, it will be advanced to the SNA portal for final approval. 
The entire process, from application initiation to reaching the bank, spans nearly 21 days. Following 
this, the bank sanctions the term loan within 7 days, and the approved amount is then credited to the 
applicant’s account. Thus, the entire timeline from the commencement of the application process to the 
amount being credited (term loan) takes approximately 30 days.

The subsidy will be transferred from the bank’s transient account to the applicant’s account only after 3 
years from the last trance of loan disbursement.

3.2.6 List of Mandatory Documents

	f Aadhaar Copy & Photo of all promoters/guarantors 
	f Address Proof: 

•	 Utility bill, which is not more than two months old from any service provider (Electricity, 
telephone, post-paid mobile phone, piped gas, water bill) or 

•	 Property or Municipal tax paid receipt or 
•	 Ration Card (Individual) 

	f PAN Card of concern/all promoters 
	f Photocopy of Bank Statement/ Bank Passbook for the last 6 months 
	f Machinery quotation with GST

For Individual Farmers:

	f Applicants must submit a valid Aadhaar card as proof of identity.

For Farmer Producer Organizations (FPO) / Farmer Producer Companies (FPC):

	f The application must include the registration number of the FPO/FPC.
	f Additionally, a document listing the Board of Directors (BOD) of the FPO/FPC must be provided.

If an incorrect document is submitted, the applicant (farmer/FPO/FPC) will receive a notification on their 
registered contact number and can reach out to the DRP for issue resolution.

3.3. Mission for Integrated Development of Horticulture (MIDH)
MIDH is a centrally sponsored scheme that also requires state contribution to the holistic growth of 
the horticulture sector, including fruits and vegetables, and provides financial assistance for various 
horticulture activities. With the central government’s support, MIDH is being implemented in the states 
as the State Horticulture Mission (SHM).  As per the MIDH Guidelines 2025, beneficiaries are eligible 
for 35% back-ended financial assistance for solar-powered cold rooms.  As per the consultation, new 
applications for MIDH in Maharashtra will be accepted starting April 2025.
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3.3.1 Beneficiary Eligibility Criteria

A. Registration and Legal Status
i. Farmers & Farmer Groups

	f Individual Farmers: Aadhaar + Land documents
	f FPOs/FPCs:

•	 Registered under the Companies Act or the Cooperative Societies Act
•	 Minimum 25 farmers/members

	f SHGs/Producer Associations:

•	 Registered under the Societies Registration Act or the State Cooperative Act
•	 Demonstrated financial and operational history

ii. Firms & Companies

	f Partnership Firms: Registered under the Indian Partnership Act
	f Proprietary Firms: GST and PAN
	f Pvt/Public Companies: Registered under the Companies Act with a valid CIN

B. Statutory Compliance

	f Audit compliance
	f Tax (GST, ITR, etc.)
	f Timely legal filings

C. Financial Viability

	f Positive net worth
	f Track record of profitability or viable business plan
	f Must contribute at least 10% of the total project cost

D. Membership Base

	f Minimum 25 active members (in case of groups)

E. Creditworthiness

	f No loan defaults or unresolved financial/legal issues

F. Family Eligibility

	f Only one family member is eligible
	f Self-declaration affidavit + Aadhaar household details
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3.3.2 Required Documents

Certificate of Incorporation – To verify the legal status and registration details of the entity.

Permanent Account Number (PAN) Card – To ensure tax compliance and financial legitimacy.

Memorandum of Association (MoA) and Articles of Association (AoA) – To assess the entity’s objectives, 
governance structure, and operational framework.

List of Shareholders/Members as per the Registrar of Companies (RoC)

Audited Financial Statements for the Last Three Years 

Land Ownership (7/12 extract, Record of Rights, Title deed)

Registered Lease Agreement (min. 15 years, if applicable)

Ineligible: Land under Power of Attorney or pre-mortgaged land

Figure 8: Documents required

3.3.3 Application Process for Maharashtra

Step 1: Online Application
Apply on https://mahadbt.maharashtra.gov.in under the Integrated Post-Harvest Management Scheme.

Step 2: Lottery Selection

	f District/Taluka-wise lottery within financial limits (as per the Annual Action Plan)
	f Selected applicants receive SMS notification

Step 3: Document Upload

	f Upload loan approval/consent, land documents, and project brief

Step 4: Pre-Approval Site Inspection (Form-1)

	f Conducted by the District Superintendent, Agriculture Officer
	f Forwarded to Regional Office/Project Manager

Step 5: Issuance of Letter of Intent (Form-3)

	f Based on: Form-1, Form-2 (DMC), loan consent
	f Issued via the MahaDBT system within 15 days

Step 6: DPR Submission (Form-4)

	f Submit within 3 months of the Letter of Intent
	f Include DPR and loan approval

Step 7: Evaluation Committee Review

	f Technical review + Monthly Evaluation Committee
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Step 8: Administrative Approval

	f Post-approval: 12-month window to complete project (6 months for transport)

Step 9: Completion Certificate (Form-5) & Invoice Upload

	f Submit to the Regional Office

Step 10: Post-Project Inspection (Form-6)

	f By the State-Level Joint Inspection Team within 15 days

Step 11: Subsidy Disbursement

	f Transferred via PFMS to Subsidy Reserve Fund Account based on the inspection report

(Note: Form-1 to Form-6 are attached in Annexure - A

Checklist of Required Documents is attached in Annexure – B)

Submit Documents 
and Invoices

1. Farmer: Upload the 
required documents for 

the Letter of Intent.

6. Farmer: Upload 
the Detailed 

Project Report.

9. Farmer: Upload 
the invoices and the 
project completion 

certificate.

Documents and 
Inspection Report Review

3. Project Manager 
(State)

4. Director (State)

5. Letter of Intent will be 
automatically generated 

through the system.

2. Agriculture Deputy 
Director (District): Upload 
the pre-inspection report.

Invoices and  
Inspection

10. Project Manager 
(State): Upload the joint 

inspection report

11. Director (State)

12. Managing Director

13. Approval for Subsidy 
Disbursement

14. Expenditure and 
Distribution Officer: 
Subsidy distribution 

through the PFMS system

Detailed Project 
Report Review

7. Project Manager 
(State): Upload 

the technical 
inspection report.

8. Director (State): 
Upload the approval 

letter from the 
Project Evaluation 
Committee and the 

administrative approval.

Figure 9: Subsidy Process of MIDH for Maharashtra
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Lottery Selection

Within 15 days
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Within 1 month	
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Within 1 month	
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Beneficiary to 
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inspection

Letter of Intent

Submission of DPR

Administrative Approval 

Administrative Approval 

Disbursement of Subsidy

Applicant to submit 
Project Completion 

Certificate 

Figure 10: Time taken at each stage

3.3.4 General Instructions 

	f Land Ownership: Applicants must own land. If not, a 15+ year registered lease on government/
semi-government/private land is acceptable. Power of Attorney, land, or pre-mortgaged land is 
not eligible.
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	f One Family - One Benefit Rule: Only one member from a family (parents and unmarried 
children) can avail of the scheme.

	f Partnership Restrictions: If any partner has availed a subsidy for a similar post-harvest project 
before, they are ineligible.

	f Duplicate Benefits Not Allowed: Applicants cannot seek assistance for the same component 
under multiple schemes.

	f Subsidy Disbursement: Released in a single installment after joint inspection, once the project 
is fully functional.

	f Loan Lock-in: A minimum 36-month term loan is mandatory. Grant adjustment happens in the 
final installment.

	f Insurance & Refrigerants: Insurance for assets is compulsory. Use of banned refrigerants 
leads to project cancellation.

	f Loan Requirement: A valid loan sanction/consent is required before the Letter of Intent (LoI). 
No LoI without bank support.

	f Loan-Linked Projects: A term loan (minimum equal to the grant amount) and beneficiary 
contribution are mandatory.

	f LoI Final Approval: Administrative approval is required post-LoI to proceed.
	f Proposal Deadline: Submit Form-4 proposal within 3 months of LoI.
	f Completion Timeline:

•	 12 months for general projects

	f Inactive Projects: If work doesn’t start within 1 month of approval, the project may be 
cancelled.

	f Project Oversight: The Project Manager acts as the coordinating officer.
	f For Individual Applicants - Submit Aadhaar
	f For FPOs/FPCs - Provide registration number + Board of Directors list
	f (Note: Discrepancies will be communicated via MahaDBT and mobile SMS for rectification.)

3.4 Agricultural Marketing Infrastructure (AMI)
Integrated Scheme for Agricultural Marketing (ISAM) is a central government scheme targeted at the 
holistic development of agriculture value chains by improving marketing systems and post-harvest 
marketing infrastructure. Under the sub-scheme - Agricultural Marketing Infrastructure (AMI), cold chain 
infrastructure (covering cold room, deep freezer/ Zero energy freezer, pack house, ripening chamber, 
refrigerated transport) is also eligible for assistance as part of ‘eligible marketing infrastructure.’ The 
scheme provides a ‘back-ended capital subsidy’ of 25% (subject to a maximum of INR 25 lakhs) to 
33.33% (subject to a maximum of INR 30 lakhs) of the project cost. AMI can be processed through 
NABARD and NCDC (if the applicant wants to take a loan from NCDC).   
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3.4.1 �Procedure to be followed for sanctioning of projects (Processed 
by NABARD)  

Loan Application & Appraisal

	f Visit the nearest bank/financial institution and submit required documents, including DPR.
	f The bank evaluates the project and, if viable, sanctions and disburses the loan.

Advance Subsidy Application

	f Within 90 days of the first loan disbursement, the bank applies for an advance subsidy via the 
ENSURE portal to the NABARD Regional Office.

	f R.O. NABARD sanctions within 60 days and forwards it to NABARD H.O. and DMI.
	f NABARD H.O. releases subsidy via PFMS to the FI’s controlling branch, which credits it to the 

borrower’s Subsidy Reserve Fund (SRF) account.

Project Completion & Final Subsidy

	f After completion, the promoter submits a completion certificate and expenditure details 
to the bank.

	f Within 30 days of receiving documents:

•	 F.I. manager inspects the project and submits a report to R.O., NABARD, and DMI’s 
regional/sub-office.

•	 (As per a circular issued on December 19, 2023, all Joint Inspection Committees are 
discontinued, and pending inspections from January 1, 2024, will be conducted by managers 
of respective financing/disbursing bank branches.)

	f Final Subsidy Application & Disbursement:

•	 F.I. submits the final subsidy claim, including declarations and geo-tagged photographs, 
online via the ENSURE portal.

•	 R.O., NABARD sanctions the final subsidy within 30 days of receiving all documents and 
forwards it to H.O., NABARD.

•	 H.O., NABARD releases the final subsidy to controlling branches of F.I.s via PFMS within 10 
working days of receiving Government of India funds.

•	 R.O., NABARD, sends a copy of the sanction and release letter to the regional/sub-
office of DMI.
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Figure 11: AMI: Process Flow

3.4.2 �Procedure to be followed for sanctioning of projects 
(Processed by NCDC)

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED

Filled Application Form

Board Resolution & Authorised Signatory

By-laws, PAN, GST, Registration Certificate

List of Board Members with Aadhar & PAN

Audited Balance Sheets (up to FY 2023-24) & Provisional (FY 2024-25)

Detailed Project Report (DPR)

Figure 12: Documents required for NCDC
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Step 1: Application Process

	f Download Form: Visit the NCDC Website and download the Common Loan Application Form. 
(https://www.ncdc.in/documents/common-application/1913181120Part-B---Storage,-Cold-
Storage,-IPH_TL.pdf) 

	f Board Approval:
•	 Conduct a board meeting and pass a resolution to avail a loan from NCDC.
•	 Appoint an authorized signatory for document execution.
•	 Mention if the cooperative intends to access subsidy schemes like AMI or AIF.

	f Obtain Quotations: For the proposed cold room infrastructure.
	f Document Compilation: Gather all required documents (Figure 10)

Timeline: If all documents are in order, NCDC typically disburses the loan within 1–2 months.

Step 2: Eligibility Criteria for Cooperatives   

	f Financial health: Positive net worth, compliant debt-equity ratio (65:35 to 70:30).
	f Audit Compliance: Latest audited accounts (CA audit acceptable if government audit pending)
	f Repayment History: No major defaults with NCDC or other financial institutions
	f Security Norms:

•	 Minimum security margin: 1.25x to 1.5x on mortgaged assets
•	 Additional options: Bank Guarantee, Fixed Deposit Receipt (FDR), or 

Government Guarantee

	f Viability Assessment: NCDC evaluates project feasibility, financial soundness, and the 
cooperative’s ability to raise its share of the project cost

Step 3: Subsidy Disbursement
	f Two Installments:

•	 1st Installment: Released at project approval
•	 2nd Installment: After inspection by NCDC officials
•	 (includes geo-tagged photographs in inspection report)

	f Reporting: NCDC Head Office compiles and submits monthly project status to DMI Head Office.

Board Resolution 
must mention that the 
cooperative will avail 

AMI subsidy along 
with NCDC loan

Download & submit 
the NCDC loan 

application form with 
supporting documents

Subsidy Disbursement: 
first upon approval, and 
second after inspection 
with geo-tagged photos 

NCDC verifies before the 
final subsidy release and 
submits monthly reports 
to the DMI Head Office

Figure 13: Processing via NCDC (For Cooperatives)

Note: As per the letter issued by the Department of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare (Agricultural Marketing 
Division) dated 10th June 2025, the AMI sub-scheme under the Integrated Scheme for Agricultural 
Marketing (ISAM) has been kept in abeyance due to the complete utilization of allocated funds. No 
additional funds are currently available for disbursement under this scheme.
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3.5 National Cooperative Development Corporation (NCDC)
The National Cooperative Development Corporation (NCDC) is a development finance institution 
under the Government of India that provides financial assistance to cooperative societies. It offers 
loans for various infrastructure projects, including cold rooms and related components. While loans are 
extended from NCDC’s funds, subsidies are routed through schemes such as AMI (Agricultural Marketing 
Infrastructure).

3.5.1 Beneficiary Eligibility Criteria
To receive financial assistance under NCDC, the cooperative must fulfill the following criteria:

	f Legal Registration: Must be registered under the Cooperative Societies Act, Companies Act, or 
Societies Registration Act with a valid certificate.

	f Statutory Compliance:

•	 Regular audits.
•	 Compliance with tax laws (GST, IT, etc.).
•	 Submission of required returns and filings.

	f Financial Viability:

•	 Positive net worth and adequate reserves.
•	 Consistent profits in recent years or a viable business plan.

	f Active Membership: Should ideally have 300+ active members with democratic governance.
	f Capital Contribution: Members must contribute share capital to show commitment.
	f Collateral Availability: Must be able to provide adequate security, such as:

•	 Mortgage of assets.
•	 Government/bank guarantees or other legally acceptable forms.

	f Good Credit History: No history of default or financial mismanagement.

3.5.2 Required Documentation for Beneficiary Evaluation
To substantiate compliance with the above criteria, the following mandatory documents should be 
collected and verified before incorporating the beneficiary under the project:

1.	 Certificate of Incorporation – To verify the legal status and registration details of the entity.

2.	 Permanent Account Number (PAN) Card – To ensure tax compliance and financial legitimacy.

3.	 Memorandum of Association (MoA) and Articles of Association (AoA) – To assess the entity’s 
objectives, governance structure, and operational framework.

4.	 List of Shareholders/Members as per the Registrar of Companies (RoC) – To validate the active 
membership base and ownership distribution.

5.	 Audited Financial Statements for the Last Three Years – Including balance sheets, profit and loss 
statements, and cash flow statements, to evaluate financial health and sustainability. Process flow 
under NCDC
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3.5.3 Process Flow for Availing NCDC Assistance

Eligibility
•	 Legal & Compliant: 

Registered entity, valid 
certificate, all statutory/tax 
obligations met.

•	 Financially Sound: 
Positive net worth, 
consistent profitability 
(2-3 years) or clear 
viability plan.

•	 Active Membership: 300+ 
members, engaged & 
contributing.

•	 Ownership & Security: 
members' share capital, 
ability to provide collateral 
(land, assets, guarantees).

•	 Good Credit: No loan 
defaults/financial distress.

Application
•	 Step 1: Download 

Application - NCDC 
Website (Common 
Application Form)

•	 Step 2: Board Meeting 
& Approval

	 - Resolution for NCDC Loan 
	 - Authorise Signatory
	 - �Consider AMI/AIF for 

Subsidies 
•	 Step 3: Obtain Quotations
	 - �For proposed projects 

(e.g., cold room)
•	 Step 4: Compile 

all Documents

Documents
•	 Registration Certificate, 

PAN/Aadhar
•	 MoA & AoA
•	 Shareholder/Member List
•	 Audited Financials 

(last 3 years)
•	 Detailed Projects 

Report (DPR)

Figure 14: NCDC Process

Step 1: Application Form

	f Download the Common Loan Application Form from the NCDC portal: 
https://www.ncdc.in/documents/common-application/1913181120Part-B---Storage,-Cold-
Storage,-IPH_TL.pdf

Step 2: Board Meeting

	f Pass a board resolution authorizing a representative for the loan proposal.
	f Indicate interest in schemes like AMI/AIF, if applicable.

Step 3: Obtain Quotations

	f Collect quotations for cold room/cold chain infrastructure to be included in the DPR.

Step 4: Prepare and Submit Documents

	f Attach all necessary documents with the application.
	f Common Loan Application Form (Part A & B) – signed by authorized official
	f Board Resolution for availing NCDC assistance and appointment of a signatory
	f Copy of By-laws
	f List of board members with Aadhar & PAN
	f PAN & GST certificate of the cooperative
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	f Cooperative Registration Certificate
	f Audited Accounts/Balance Sheets (FY 2021–22 to FY 2023–24)
	f Provisional Balance Sheet (up to Jan 2025 for FY 2024–25)
	f Detailed Project Report (DPR)

3.5.4 Additional Financial Norms for Existing Cooperatives

	f Financial health: Positive net worth, compliant debt-equity ratio (65:35 to 70:30).
	f Audit Compliance: Latest audited accounts (CA audit acceptable if government audit pending)
	f Repayment History: No major defaults with NCDC or other financial institutions
	f Security Norms:

•	 Minimum security margin: 1.25x to 1.5x on mortgaged assets
•	 Additional options: Bank Guarantee, Fixed Deposit Receipt (FDR), or 

Government Guarantee

	f Viability Assessment: NCDC evaluates project feasibility, financial soundness, and the 
cooperative’s ability to raise its share of the project cost

3.6 Long Term Rural Credit Fund (LTRCF)
The Long-Term Rural Credit Fund (LTRCF) is a scheme that provides refinance support for long-term 
agricultural investments. It is implemented by the National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development 
(NABARD) and is available to eligible institutions such as State Cooperative Banks (StCBs) and Regional 
Rural Banks (RRBs).

3.6.1 Objective
To promote capital formation in agriculture and allied sectors by offering long-term, low-interest refinance 
to cooperative and rural banks. The scheme supports durable asset creation, income stability, and climate 
resilience for farmers.

3.6.2 Beneficiary Eligibility Criteria
Under the LTRCF scheme, individual farmers and agri-based collectives can avail long-term investment 
credit support. However, the loan is not given directly by NABARD, but is routed through eligible banks. 
The beneficiaries must meet the following conditions:

3.6.2.1 Eligible Beneficiaries
1. Individual Farmers

	f Must be engaged in agriculture or allied activities.
	f Must possess cultivable land or leasehold land (where permitted by state laws).
	f Should have a valid KYC (Aadhaar, PAN, etc.) and land ownership/tenancy records.

2. Farmer Producer Organisations (FPOs)/Farmer Producer Companies (FPCs)

	f Must be a legally registered entity (under the Companies Act, Co-operative Societies Act, etc.).
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	f Should be involved in agricultural production, processing, or marketing activities.
	f Must submit a Detailed project report for investment.

3. Cooperative Societies (including Primary Agricultural Credit Societies - PACS)

	f Must be registered under the State Cooperative Societies Act.
	f Should have a valid board resolution authorizing borrowing.
	f Must be undertaking income-generating agricultural or allied activities.

4. Agri-entrepreneurs/Startups

	f Must be involved in eligible agricultural infrastructure or services (e.g., agri logistics, cold chain, 
processing).

	f Business entity should be compliant with local laws and banking norms.

3.6.3 Scope of Support

	f Investment in agriculture infrastructure 
	f Allied sector activities like dairy, fisheries, and horticulture value chains.
	f Note: Self-Help Groups (SHGs) are excluded, as they fall under NRLM/Interest 

Subvention support.

Table 4: Key features of LTRCF

Parameter Details

Refinance Coverage 95% for North East, Hilly, Eastern regions, Chhattisgarh, Lakshadweep

95% for thrust areas; 90% for other purposes in the remaining states

Interest Rate to Banks 5.50% p.a. (quarterly rest; subject to revision by NABARD)

Loan to Borrowers As per RBI guidelines, banks are encouraged to pass on concessional rates (around 8-9%)

Repayment to NABARD Bullet repayment after 5 years; interest serviced quarterly

Penalty for Delay 2% above standard rate + applicable taxes

3.6.4 Application Process (For Farmer/FPO/Cooperative)
To avail loan support under the Long-Term Rural Credit Fund (LTRCF), the FPO, FPC, Cooperative 
Society, or individual farmer must approach the District Cooperative Bank in their area. The following 
steps outline the process:

1.	 Visit the District Cooperative Bank: The applicant (farmer/FPO/FPC/cooperative) should visit the 
nearest district cooperative bank that is eligible under NABARD’s LTRCF scheme.

	 The list of districts covered under LTRCF for UP & MH is given below 

2.	 Document Submission: The applicant must submit the required documents as specified by the 
bank. These may include registration certificates (for FPOs/FPCs), project proposals, land records, 
KYC documents, etc.
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3.	 Verification: The bank will verify the documents and assess the loan proposal for eligibility under the 
LTRCF-supported activities.

4.	 Loan Sanction and Disbursement: Once the verification is complete and the proposal is found 
eligible, the bank will sanction the loan and disburse the funds accordingly.

Timeline: The entire process typically takes around 1 month from application to loan disbursement, 
subject to the timely submission of documents and internal processing by the bank.

Table 5: Districts covered under LTRCF

State District

Uttar Pradesh

Roha

Amgarh

Ballia

Balrampur

Banda

Basti

Chitrakoot

Farrukhabad

Gonda

Jaunpur

Kanpur Dehat

Kaushambi

Kushinagar

Maharajganj

Mau

Sant Kabir Nagar

Shravasti

Siddharthnagar

Sitapur

Sultanpur

Unnao

Maharashtra Gadchiroli

3.7 Uttar Pradesh Food Processing Industry Policy, 2023 
The Uttar Pradesh Food Processing Industry Policy, 2023—enacted via Notification 05/2022/82/58-2-
2023-04/2022 dated 02 February 2023—aims to foster agro-based industries by bridging agriculture and 
food manufacturing. It seeks to enhance farmers' incomes, ensure consistent food availability, reduce 
post-harvest losses, bolster exports, and generate employment. The policy paves the way for targeted 
assistance, simplified norms, and regulatory relief for entrepreneurs investing in processing and cold-
chain infrastructure across the state.
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3.7.1 Who Can Apply
The scheme is open to a broad range of applicants, including individual entrepreneurs, agribusiness 
firms, women's self-help groups (SHGs), Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs), cooperatives, agri-
startups, micro and small enterprises, and private companies. To be eligible, applicants must propose 
or operate a food processing or related infrastructure unit in Uttar Pradesh, such as units for fruits and 
vegetables, dairy, meat, fish, eggs, ready-to-eat or ready-to-cook foods, cold storage, and value-added 
food processing.

3.7.2 Subsidy and Incentive Benefits
Under the policy, eligible projects can avail themselves of the following key incentives:

	f Capital Subsidy: 35% of eligible investment—including plant, machinery, technical civil works—
capped at ₹5 crore for new units and ₹1 crore for expansion or modernization.

	f Decentralized Storage and Processing: 50% subsidy (up to ₹50 lakh) for SHGs/FPOs/farmers 
for decentralized procurement, processing, and storage.

	f Interest Subsidy: 25% reimbursement of TRANSPORT cost for exports (excluding Nepal, 
Bhutan, Bangladesh); plus interest subsidy (up to ₹50 lakh) on loans taken for reefer vehicles or 
mobile pre-cooling vans for 5 years.

	f Cold Chain & Infrastructure: 35% subsidy on value-addition and infrastructure costs, and 50% 
on frozen equipment (e.g., freezers), capped at ₹10 crore.

	f Backward/Forward Linkages: 35% subsidy up to ₹6 crore to establish primary processing at the 
farm gate, storage, distribution, etc.

3.7.3 Step-by-Step Application Process

1. Project Planning
Prepare your Detailed Project Report (DPR), outlining capital costs, location (preferably with infrastructure 
access), and raw material supply.

2. Online Portal Registration
Register on the "Invest UP" portal (or the UP Food Processing Department portal), create a user profile, 
and submit basic project details.

3. Submission of LoC Application
Complete the Common Application Form, upload the DPR, and provide the site details to apply for a 
Letter of Comfort/Sanction.

4. Application Pre-Appraisal
Administrative officials and the State Project Management Unit (SPMU) conduct a technical evaluation 
within 30 days of the deadline.

5. Approval by Appraisal Committee
A committee chaired by the Additional Chief Secretary issues the LoC/Sanction following the SPMU 
recommendation.
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6. Commencement of Project Work	
Post-LoC, commence civil works & machinery installation within prescribed timelines.

7. First Installment Claim
Submit 50% completion documents—bank statements, invoices, CA certificate—for civil works and 
machinery to claim the first subsidy installment.

8. Project Commissioning
Complete all remaining tasks and begin commercial operation within 18 months of LoC issuance.

9. Second Installment Claim
After commissioning, provide completion certificates, FSSAI NOC, geo-tagged photos, machinery 
installation evidence, pollution & fire approvals to claim the final subsidy portion.

10. Follow Up Compliance
Maintain annual unit activity for 5 years; adhere to subsidy conditions.
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Figure 15: Step-by-Step Application Process
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Conclusion

This handbook brings together the SOPs of key government schemes supporting 
the development of cold chain infrastructure, especially decentralized and energy-
efficient micro cold storage systems. It is intended to assist farmers, FPOs, SHGs, 
cooperatives, and rural entrepreneurs in navigating complex approval processes and 
accessing financial assistance with greater clarity and confidence.

By presenting the eligibility criteria, application steps, required documentation, and 
timelines in a simplified and structured format, this handbook seeks to:

	f Facilitate informed participation among grassroots-level stakeholders,
	f Improve transparency in scheme access and implementation,
	f Promote convergence between central and state-level initiatives, and
	f Encourage adoption of sustainable post-harvest solutions.

As cold chain infrastructure continues to play a crucial role in reducing food loss, 
improving farmer incomes, and strengthening rural livelihoods, this handbook is 
designed to serve as a practical reference, enabling smoother collaboration between 
beneficiaries, implementing agencies, and financial institutions.

04
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Do's and Don'ts
AIF

Do’s Don’ts
Read the official AIF guidelines carefully before starting 
the application.

Don’t rely on hearsay or unofficial sources for scheme 
details.

Engage with a participating bank early and confirm 
their support.

Don’t mention a bank name in the application without prior 
discussion.

Prepare a DPR with financials, technology, and viability 
details as per scheme requirements.

Don’t submit an incomplete or vague DPR lacking financial 
or technical details.

Arrange promoter contribution/margin money in 
advance and keep proof ready.

Don’t assume the entire project will be financed through 
loan and subsidy alone.

Keep scanned documents (PAN, Aadhaar, land/lease 
deeds, registration, DPR) ready in the correct format.

Don’t upload incomplete, blurred, or outdated documents.

Regularly track application status and promptly follow 
up with banks and nodal officers.

Don’t wait passively for approval without follow-up or 
response to queries.

Do ensure loan request is within ₹2 Cr for availing 
subvention/credit guarantee benefits.

Don’t assume subvention applies on loan amounts beyond 
₹2 Cr — banks may charge normal rates above this.

Do arrange at least 10% of the fixed project cost as 
promoter contribution.

Don’t assume AIF provides capital subsidy — it only gives 
interest subvention and credit guarantee support.

PMFME   
Do’s Don’ts
Ensure the enterprise is legally registered as a Micro 
Industry (proprietorship, partnership, FPO, or cooperative).

Don’t apply if the legal registration or enterprise type is 
not compliant with PMFME eligibility.

Contribute at least 10% of the project cost as a self-
financed component.

Don’t expect full project funding without contributing the 
mandatory 10%.

For micro enterprises, maintain a workforce ≤10 
employees.

Don’t exceed the maximum allowed employee count for 
micro enterprises.

Submit all required documents: PAN, MoA/AoA, GST, 
financial statements, bank statements, FSSAI, Udyam 
registration, EPF/ESI or self-declaration.

Don’t submit incomplete or incorrect documentation; this 
may lead to rejection.

For individual applications, provide DPR, ownership/lease 
rights of land, machinery & construction quotations.

Don’t submit an application without DPR or proof of 
land/machinery ownership.

Register and fill out the application in PMFME MIS and 
follow the DRP handholding process.

Don’t bypass the MIS registration or skip DRP support, 
as it is required for scrutiny.

Respond to queries and provide corrections promptly 
during application scrutiny.

Don’t ignore DRP/DNO/SNA requests for clarification or 
missing documents.

Ensure financial viability and positive profit projections in 
the DPR.

Don’t submit unrealistic financials or DPR without profit 
projections.

Ensure all promoters/guarantors provide Aadhaar, address 
proof, PAN, and bank statements.

Don’t provide fake, expired, or mismatched identity or 
address proofs.

Keep track of subsidy disbursement timelines and maintain 
standard account status for grant adjustment.

Don’t expect subsidy adjustment in case of NPA or 
deviation from standard account rules.

Focus on eligible activities (processing/upgradation of food 
products).

Don’t apply for non-eligible activities: trading 
unprocessed food, loose milk/curd, honey, hotels/
restaurants, animal rearing

Obtain all mandatory registrations (Udyam, FSSAI, GST) 
before starting operations.

Don’t operate without required registrations.  

Only one member per family can avail support. Don’t apply for multiple family members.
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NCDC
Do’s Don’ts

Ensure your cooperative is legally registered under the 
Cooperative Societies Act/Companies Act/Societies 
Registration Act.

Don’t apply without valid registration or incorporation 
documents.

Maintain regular audits and comply with statutory 
requirements (GST, IT returns, filings).

Don’t neglect statutory compliance or delay audit 
submissions.

Demonstrate financial viability with positive net worth and 
recent profit history (or strong DPR).

Don’t submit applications if the cooperative has negative 
net worth or weak financials.

Keep an active membership base (ideally 300+ members) 
and follow democratic governance norms.

Don’t apply with inactive or dummy members, or without 
proper governance practices.

Contribute share capital from members to strengthen 
credibility and ownership.

Don’t depend entirely on external loans without showing 
member commitment.

Provide adequate collateral/security such as mortgaged 
assets, bank/government guarantee, or FDR.

Don’t submit loan applications without sufficient collateral/
security arrangements.

Maintain a good repayment/credit history with NCDC or 
other financial institutions.

Don’t apply if there is a record of loan default or 
mismanagement of funds.

Prepare a complete application with Board Resolution, 
DPR, audited accounts, and all supporting documents.

Don’t send incomplete applications or miss mandatory 
documents like DPR or audited accounts.

Collect quotations for proposed infrastructure (e.g., cold 
room/cold chain) to justify project cost.

Don’t attach unverifiable or outdated quotations in the 
DPR.

MIDH (MH)
Do’s Don’ts

Ensure you own land or have a valid 15+ year registered 
lease before applying.

Don’t apply with power of attorney, pre-mortgaged land, 
or without proper land documents.

Apply through the official MahaDBT portal under the 
Integrated Post-Harvest Scheme.

Don’t apply offline or outside the designated portal.

Provide Aadhaar (for individuals) or registration details 
(for FPOs/FPCs/SHGs).

Don’t submit applications without valid Aadhaar/
registration details.

Submit loan sanction/consent along with project 
documents before the Letter of Intent (LoI).

Don’t expect LoI approval without a valid loan sanction/
consent.

Prepare and upload a DPR within 3 months of receiving 
LoI.

Don’t delay DPR submission beyond 3 months; it leads to 
cancellation.

Ensure beneficiary contribution and a minimum 36-month 
term loan as required.

Don’t rely solely on subsidy funding or apply without a 
term loan.

Follow “One Family–One Benefit” rule (parents + 
unmarried children).

Don’t apply multiple times from the same family for the 
same component.

Ensure compliance with GST, ITR, and audit 
requirements.

Don’t ignore statutory compliance or submit outdated 
financials.

Complete project within 12 months (general projects) 
from approval.

Don’t leave projects inactive; non-start within 1 month or 
delays beyond 12 months risk cancellation.

Maintain transparency by submitting invoices, completion 
certificates, and allowing inspections.

Don’t skip inspections or fail to upload required 
certificates/invoices.
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Annexure - A
Form 1

Annexures
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Form 2
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Form 3 
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Form 4
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Form 5
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Form 6
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Annexure - B
MIDH Maharashtra - Checklist for Post-Harvest Management Projects and Required Documents

Documents to be Uploaded on the MahaDBT Portal for Pre-Approval Site Inspection

1.	 Land Ownership Documents for the project site:
	f 7/12 and 8A Extracts (Land Records)

2.	 Sanction/Approval Letter for Term Loan (Project Loan).

3.	 Copy of Aadhaar Card.

4.	 Brief Note on the Project.

Documents to be Uploaded on the MahaDBT Portal by the District Agriculture Officer (JIAKRU) for 
Issuance of Intent Letter by the Board Office

(Same as above Documents 1 to 4), plus:

1.	 Pre-Approval Site Inspection Report with original photographs (Form-1).

2.	 Recommendation Letter from the District Mission Committee (Form-2).

Documents to be Uploaded on the MahaDBT Portal When Submitting the Detailed Project Report (DPR) 
after receiving the Intent Letter

The beneficiary/promoter must submit the following documents while submitting the detailed project 
report (DPR):

1.	 Application Form for submitting the detailed proposal (Form-4).

2.	 Detailed Project Report (DPR).

3.	 Sanction Letter for Term Loan for the project.

4.	 Bank Appraisal Report.

5.	 Registered Lease Agreement (15-year tenure) if the project is on leased land, registered with the 
Sub-Registrar.

6.	 Company/Society Registration Certificate.

7.	 Partnership Deed (if the project is under a partnership firm) or Articles of Association & Bylaws (if 
under a company or society).

8.	 No Objection Certificate (NOC) from the relevant authorities (Gram Panchayat / Municipality / MIDC) 
for starting the project.

9.	 Construction Approval Letter & Approved Building Plan from the relevant authorities (Gram Panchayat 
/ Town Planning Department / Municipality / MIDC).

10.	Documents related to Electricity Facilities.

11.	Civil Work Estimate certified by a Civil Engineer / Contractor.

12.	Basic Data Sheet in the prescribed format (Countersigned by a Refrigeration Engineer & Proprietor).



Micro Cold Storage Schemes – A User-Friendly SOP Guide

56

13.	Heat Load Calculation Sheet in the prescribed format (Countersigned by a Refrigeration Engineer & 
Proprietor).

14.	Backward & Forward Linkages – Details on raw material availability (e.g., fruits, vegetables, etc.) and 
preliminary information on the marketing strategy for the project’s output.

15.	Written Agreement & Records regarding renting the project’s service area to farmers, farmer groups, 
or Farmer Producer Companies (FPCs).

16.	District Industrial Centre (DIC) Certificate.

17.	Pollution Control Board Certificate (only for processing projects).

18.	Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) License (only for processing projects).  

19.	Promoter’s Guarantee Letter (Form - 7)

20.	Quotations for Required Machinery and Construction Work

21.	Certificate of Own Contribution and Balance Sheet by Chartered Accountant (Annexure - D)

Documents to be Submitted by the Promoter for Subsidy Disbursement After Administrative Approval:

1.	 Bank Loan Subsidy Reserve Fund Account Details (Annexure - C)

2.	 Certificate of Project Expenditure by Chartered Accountant (Annexure - D)

3.	 Certificate from Chartered Engineer – Confirming construction expenditure and compliance of the 
project construction as per NHB/NCCD technical standards (Annexure - E)

4.	 Details of Produce Stored – In integrated packhouses, sorting, pre-cooling units, ripening chambers, 
and cold storage (Annexure - F)

5.	 Invoices for Required Machinery and Construction Work – Bills including GST should be mentioned 
separately for construction and machinery, with invoices attached accordingly (Annexure - G & H)

6.	 Loan Disbursement Letter

All the above documents must be self-attested with name and date.
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Annexure - C
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Annexure - D
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Annexure - E
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Annexure - F
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Annexure - G
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Annexure - H
                               






